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the land was yielding larger crops, the ryot was more
prosperous, and owing to better" road communications
criminals of all classes no longer found Berar the happy
hunting ground it had been to them before the British
took over the administration. In fact, Berar was looked
on as the model province, and was spoken of as " the
Garden of India/'

It has never been suggested that the money used for
Berar administration had been wastefully or improperly
spent; on the contrary it was universally admitted that
for every rupee spent a quid pro quo had been obtained.
Everything was excellent of its kind. The buildings were
fine, the roads admirable, the forest conservancy system
good, and administration excellent. The only ground for
complaint was that the money spent on admimstration
in Berar was served out with a more lavish hand than
was the case in other parts of British India, There
were more officials per mile and per head of the population
in that province than it was found necessary to maintain
in other parts of India under British rule.

Before leaving the problem of Berar and passing on to
consider other matters it will be as well to glance ahead
and see how the matter was finally settled in 1902
between the Nizam, Mir Mabbub Ali Khan, and the
Governor-General, Lord Curzon. As has been pointed
out the steady rise annually in the cost of administration
led to endless discussion. This was taken up by various
papers headed by The Pioneer, and finally was the sub-
ject of a debate in Parliament. The result of this was
that in 1902 an Agreement was executed by the Nizam's
Government by which the Hyderabad Assigned Districts
were leased to the British Government in perpetuity,
in consideration of the payment to the Nizam, by the
British Government, of a fixed perpetual rental of 25